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Lesson Seven: What About Islam?  

 

A BIG Question 

I. The questions we’ve studied for the first portion of this class have been considered “BIG” questions, because of 

the foundational nature of those questions.  

A. To engage in further studies, one would have to refer to back to these questions/answers  

1. Before one discusses doctrinal/cultural questions, one must be able to answer whether there is a 

God – if the Bible is God’s words – being able to meet on common ground on the authority for 

one’s answer/worldview.  

 

B. Today’s question is a BIG question.  

1. It’s big because it is foundational – it is determining which religion/book holds ultimate authority  

2. It is also big because of the nature of the subject. We’re considering an entire religion in 1 class.  

 

C. Our question of consideration today is, “What about Islam?”  

1. Is Islam true? Is the Qur’an true?  

2. Is Allah the same as God?  

 

II. It has been estimated that there are 5 to 6 million Muslims in the United States  

A. With numbers this large, it is not uncommon for us to have neighbors, coworkers, friends and family who 

belong to this religion.  

B. If we want to reach them, it would be helpful for us to learn some about Islam, not only to know where 

they’re coming from, but also to discuss and compare Islam with the Bible.  

 

Foundations of Islam  

I. To begin, here are some basic terms that may be helpful in our study:  

A. Islam – submission 

B. Allah – name for God in Aramaic  

C. Muslim – one who submits  

D. Qur’an (Koran) – the holy book of Islam  

E. Hadith – non-inspired rocrods of the deeds and sayings of Muhammad  

F. Sunni and Shia – two largest denominations of Islam  
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G. Mosque – buildings erected for a congregation of Muslims to meet for prayer and instruction  

H. Jihad – the “struggle” to advance Islam and repel evil 

 

II. Next, let’s consider the background to Islam.  

A. Like Christianity and Judaism, Islam looks to Abraham as the father of their faith.  

1. The Qur’an states that Abraham and Isaac were Muslim  

2. “And when Abraham was raising the foundations of the House and [with him] Ishmael, [saying], ‘O 

Lord, accept [this] from us. Indeed You are the Hearing, the Knowing. Our Lord, and make us Muslims 

[in submission] to You and from our descendants a Muslim nation [in submission] to You (Sura 2:127-

128)  

3. According to the Koran, after Sarah made Abraham banish Ishmael and Hagar from their tribe, 

Ishmael went to the place where Mecca was to rise. His descendants became Muslims, whereas those 

of Isaac were Hebrews, and became Jews.  

B. The history of Islam begins with an Arabic tradesman named Muhammad who was born in 570 AD  

1. In 610 Muhammad claimed that God revealed Himself to him calling him to preach Islam 

2. He claimed that the angel Gabriel told him to recite in a dream  

3. He believed he was called b God to preach against idolatry, and unite all the factions and warring 

tribes of Arabia under one faith.  

4. The revelations he claimed to receive were first committed to memory, then later written down  

 

C. In 632 AD these revelations were complied into the Qur’an “recitations” which would come to be viewed as 

the sacred text.  

1. Initially Muhammad was rejected by the people of his home Mecca, and he was driven away.  

2. He returned with an army and conquered Mecca. In that city there is a shrine known as the Ka’ba 

which was dedicated to Allah.  

 

III. What are some of the basic beliefs to Islam?  

A. There is only one God – Allah  

B. Allah has revealed Himself to many prophets in the past – Abraham, Moses, and Jesus  

C. Muhammad is the final prophet 

1. He is seen as the culmination of all the prophets, and is called the, “Seal of the Prophets”  

2. They see Muhammad as more significant and important than Jesus, and that both were merely men, 

prophets called by God  

D. The Qu’ran is the full/final revelation of God  

E. At the resurrection, all who practice Islam will enjoy eternal paradise and all unbelievers will receive the 

punishment of eternal fire  

F. Muslims pray 5 times a day facing the city of Mecca, and are to try to make the trip Mecca once in their 

life 
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G. There are different sects of Muslims – divided over issues of leadership and un-inspired writings  

1. Sunnites – this sect makes up 90% of all Muslims.  

a. It holds that leadership should belong to a descendant of Muhammad’s tribe, and that their 

leaders should be elected  

2. Shiites – makes up 9% of all Muslims  

a. Leadership belongs to a direct descendant of Muhammad’s tribe, and that their religious 

leaders should be political leaders  

3. Kharijites – smallest of the main sects 

a. Holds that leadership can belong to any worthy Muslim  

 

Questions About Islam and Christianity 

I. Is God Allah?  

A. Some think that Allah of Islam is the same being called Yahweh or Jehovah in the bible 

B. This is what the Koran teaches:  

1. Islam’s message is that the same God had given the Old Law, the Gospel, and the Koran, however 

Jews and Christians corrupted Islam and changed their Scriptures, making Allah choose Muhammad 

as his final prophet and correctly teach Islam one last time.  

2. “Do not argue with the people of the book unless in a fair way, apart from those who act wrongly, and 

say to them: we believe what has been sent down to you. Our God and your God is one, and to Him we 

submit” (Surah 29:46) 

C. However, these two Gods are not the same God. For instance, the Koran rejects the trinity:  

1. “So believe in God and His apostles and do not call Him trinity. Abstain from this for your good for 

God is only one God, and far from His glory is it to beget a son. All that is in the heavens and the earth 

belongs to Him; and sufficient is God for all help (Surah 4:171b)  

2. The Bible teaches that 1 God is made of 3 persons  

a. 1 Corinthians 1:3 – Father is called God  

b. Tit. 2:13 – Jesus is called God  

c. Acts 5:3-4 – Holy Spirit is called God  

d. Matt. 28:19 – all three are God.  

 

II. Are both the Koran and Bible from God?  

A. The Koran teaches that the Bible comes from Allah  

1. God gave the Scriptures to Moses – “And remember we gave Moses the Scripture and the Criterion 

(between right and wrong); there was a chance for you to be guided aright” (Sura 2:53) 

2. The Koran was meant to confirm those books which came before it – “It is He who sent down to thee 

in truth the Book confirming what went before it; and He sent down the law of Moses and the Gospel 

before this as a guide to mankind. (Sura 3:1-3)  

B. There are contradictions between the Koran and the Bible  
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1. The Koran claims that one of Noah’s sons died in the flood (Sura 11:43), the Bible claims his whole 

family was saved (Gen. 7:7, 23)  

2. The Koran claims God spoke to Moses after 10 years in Midian (Sura 28:25-30). The Bible stated it 

was 40 years (Acts 7:30)  

3. The Koran claims that Zacharias (father of John the baptizer) was unable to speak for 3 days (Sura 

3:41). The Bible teaches Zacharias was unable to speak until the birth of John (Luke 1:20, 64)  

 

III. Who was Jesus?  

A. The Koran makes several claims about Jesus:  

1. Born of a virgin (Sura 19:20-21)  

2. Given the Holy Spirit (Sura 5:113)  

3. Did miracles (Sura 3:49)  

4. Was the Word of God (Sura 4:171) 

5. Jesus was the Christ (Sura 3:45)  

a. Muslims do not understand the term “Messiah” in the same special and peculiar sense that Jews 

and Christians do  

b. They suggest, “Not only were prophets and priest and kings anointed, but horns and cherubs 

and lamp posts.”  

c. What Islam fails to recognize is that it cannot accept certain claims about Jesus without being 

forced to accept others.  

B. Muslims/the Koran deny:  

1. That Jesus was God in the flesh (Sura 5:75-76)  

2. That Jesus was crucified (Sura 4:157-158) 

 

C. What would Muslims say about the contradictions between the Koran and the Bible?  

1. “There is among them a section who distort the Book with their tongues..” (Sura 3:74) 

a. It is the people, not the book that is distorted.  

2. “Those who believe in the Qur’an and those who follow the Jewish Scriptures and the Christians and 

Sabian, any who believe in god…shall have their reward.” (Sura 2:62) 

 

D. Muhammad claims the bible comes from God – is God inaccurate? Is His Word corrupt?  

1. By their own text they must accept that the book/Bible is not corrupt in that it came from Allah.  

2. They must say that man has corrupted the book over time – though there is no evidence 

 

IV. Jesus and Muhammad  

A. Some believe Jesus and Muhammad correlate for their respective religions. Muhammad is to Islam what 

Jesus is to Christianity. This is not true.  
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1. The prophet Muhammad is not a savior. He does not claim to be. He claimed to be a prophet. 

2. There is no savior in Islam. Each Muslim must save himself  

3. It is a religion of works where each is taught that he must do more good deeds over the course of his 

life than bad. Otherwise he will be punished eternally  

a. “Remember that good deeds nullify the bad” (Surah 11:114)  

4. Muhammad’s teachings on the final judgment is that a Muslim will have all the deeds of his life 

placed before him on a giant scale – good deeds on one side, evil on the other  

a. Here’s the catch – the Koran does not reveal how much any deed weighs. How good is good 

enough? No one knows!  

 

What to Say to a Friend?  

I. Find a starting place  

A. Find some common ground – rather than isolating on differences.  

1. We both believe in the Bible – that the Bible is God’s words  

2. We both believe in Jesus – let’s talk about Jesus – what does each book have to say about Him  

3. We both believe in life after death – do you know what the Bible has to say about eternity? Can I 

share it with you?  

II. Realize some may be in Islam for the sake of simplicity  

A. The number one reason given by “Christians” who converted to Islam was “simplicity”  

1. An American teenager who converted to Islam was asked why. He answered, “It was the most simple 

and direct to understand of the religions I looked into.”  

2. When asked the question, “Why do you believe the Qu’ran is the word of God one responded, “I 

believe in the Koran simply because I am a Muslim.”  

3. One person’s neighbor said, “We do not think about the Koran, we just memorize it.”  

 

B. Obviously this is not to describe al Muslims, but it is fair to assume that there may be some Muslims out 

there who don’t know the Koran or the Bible very well.  

1. This may be an opportunity to talk about the contradictions.  

2. “Do you know what the Bible says about Jesus dying on the cross? Can I share it with you? If all 

these sources say Jesus was crucified, why does the Koran say he wasn’t?  

 

III. Questions I might ask:  

A. How do you know the Koran is actually the inspired words of God?  

B. Who was Jesus?  

C. How can one who is Muslim have assurance in eternal destiny? What does that do with the concept of 

sin/justice?  

D. Is it possible that man did not corrupt the interpretation, but that one book/religion is corrupt? 


